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Speaker Background
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ÁCurrent position:

ÁDirector, Office of Sustainability & Climate
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Washington, DCé

ÁCredentials:
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How do we explain the role of 
forests and forest products in 
relation to GHG emissions?



From SOCCR Report:  http://www.climatescience.gov

U.S. Forests and Wood Products carbon sinks are 
equivalent to 12%ï19% of 

Fossil-Fuel Emissions
North America

CCSP, 2007. The First State of the Carbon Cycle Report (SOCCR): The North 

American Carbon Budget and Implications for the Global Carbon Cycle.



First, why are people interested?

Further reading:

Å Issues in Ecology ïRyan et al. 2010 ESA synthesis for policy and managers 
(available:www.esa.org/science_resources/issues.php)

Å McKinley, Duncan C.; Ryan, Michael G.; Birdsey, Richard A.; Giardina, 
Christian P.; Harmon, Mark E.; Heath, Linda S.; Houghton, Richard A.; 
Jackson, Robert B.; Morrison, James F.; Murray, Brian C.; Pataki, Diane E.; 
Skog, Kenneth E. 2011. A synthesis of current knowledge on forests and 
carbon storage in the United States. Ecological Applications. 21(6): 1902-1924. 

Summary:
1.Concerned about carbon emissions and effects on climate

2. Interest in using management to sequester carbon (i.e. Mitigation) and 

reduce carbon loss where appropriate (i.e. Adaptation)



G. Renee Guzlas, artist 

Understanding the 

relationship of 

forests, forest 

management & use, 

forest products is like 

an elephanté. 

Sometimes you make 

the wrong 

conclusions when you 

donôt look at the 

wholeé



Challenges: Competing views

Differing perspectives on how to conceptualize the forest 
system is the greatest source of confusion and conflict!


